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Class Rules and Member Information 2010
Safety and Emergency Procedures 

A basic first aid kit is available at class.  In the event of an accident or incident, a priority is to prevent further injury.  Secure all dogs.  
If the Instructor is incapacitated, call the emergency services from the nearest land-line or cell-phone.  Assign someone to meet the emergency services on Katy Lee Lane and escort them to the incident area. 

Class Address is Forest Shadows Pet Resort, 33333 Katy Lee Lane, Magnolia 77354. 

Vet on call:  Animal Clinics of The Woodlands, Tel: 281 292 4700  

Out of Hours Emergency Animal Clinic 920 W Dallas St, Conroe, 77301 Tel: 936 539 3800
In the rare event of a serious dog to dog confrontation or an injury caused by a dog, it is the owner’s responsibility to pass on relevant personal and insurance details within 48 hours.  A record will be noted by FAST and relevant facts or contact details disclosed to involved parties, or appropriate authorities if necessary.  

Handlers and/or owners remain responsible for their dogs at all times.  It is possible to take out insurance cover for liability in the unlikely event of damage or injury caused by a dog to property or to a third party. 
Do NOT train your dog if it:-

· is injured or displaying signs of illness including vomiting or diarrhoea

· has Kennel Cough – YOU MUST inform us of this, do not bring the dog to Class.  If you do not know what Kennel Cough is please ask
· is in season

· is under medication and you have not cleared training with your vet.

· Is fine but you are not.  In particular, please do not lift or move any equipment if you are injured or if you have a weakness that could lead to injury. 

Please make our instructor(s) aware of any relevant information about your dog or your own health.  We will be pleased to do our best to accommodate any special needs you may have.  If, for any reason, you do not want to participate in any particular activity, or you wish to adapt it, please let the instructor know.  

FAST practises a policy of kindness and positive handling.  Under no circumstances will harsh handling be tolerated or condoned.   

Forest Shadows Locations Housekeeping

We are privileged to have our Forest Shadows Location.  Please help us to keep it by being considerate when parking and when entering or leaving the grounds, keeping noise levels to a minimum.  There is a strict 5mph maximum speed policy in effect on property.  
Please ensure your dog has an opportunity to go to the toilet before arrival.  Don’t worry, it has happened to us all, but any rubbish or faeces must be picked up and removed at the end of your class.
Dogs must be on a lead except when training, including going to and from vehicles.   Please be aware of other traffic and take care.
Cancellation or Change of training dates

In exceptional circumstances, training will have to be cancelled for reasons beyond the control of Instructors.  We will do our best to let everyone know, and will extend the ‘block’ of lessons so that participants do not miss out.  
Agility - special considerations

As a general guide, 12 months is the age when most dogs are physically and mentally mature enough to begin agility training.  This may vary by breed and larger dogs may not be fully grown until they are 18 months old.  We may be able to assist with ‘Foundation’ classes for dogs under 12 months old with adapted training suitable for young dogs.  Please do not hesitate to ask for advice.  
It is vital that dogs are not fed within two hours of agility training.  Serious injury, or worse, can occur if a dog is vigorously exercised soon after being fed.  While waiting to train, you are welcome to warm up by practising heel-work around the field.  However, due to insurance terms, handlers and dogs may only use the agility equipment under the supervision of an Instructor.

Risk of injury is lessened if dogs and handlers warm up properly before (or between) exercises and if suitable footwear is worn.  Minor existing injuries can be exacerbated or become chronic if handlers and dogs continue to work with symptoms of these.  

Young Handlers

FAST encourages young handlers to develop a knowledgeable, positive and responsible approach to dog ownership.  However, safety precautions must come first.  Generally, handlers under 12 years of age will only be able to attend training with the support of a parent or guardian who will remain responsible for the young handler and their dog at all times.  In all cases, handlers under 18 years will require the signature of a parent or guardian as part of the enrolment process.  Individual lessons for handlers under the age of 16 will only take place in the presence of a second instructor, a parent or guardian. 

Vaccinations

Class Vaccination policy is based on Veterinary advice reviewed annually.  For this reason, all puppies participating in training, together with any adult dogs attending classes, must be appropriately vaccinated, including Bordetella (Kennel Cough) every six months.  We are unable to accept Herbal or holistic vaccinations, sorry. 

Puppies have a key socialisation period, roughly between 7 and 16 weeks.  For this reason we encourage puppies to attend training as early as possible.  Naturally, this has to be balanced by an assessment of the risk of infection.  Younger puppies may benefit from attending, but not participating in a class.  They may be held on the owner’s lap or, with sufficient prior notice, it may be possible to disinfect a small segregated area where they can observe but do not mix with other puppies or dogs.  

Guests

Members may bring guests to training.  It is the member’s responsibility to ensure that Guests are apprised of the class rules, and agree to accept them. 
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